BANGKOK CHAIRMAN’S PASSAGE 
After a 3 year sabbatical in the hardship posting of Phuket, I have returned to re-join the Bangkok Committee and found new and old faces genuine in the desire and commitment to foster Fellowship, raise funds and perpetuate the fantastic school projects we have created and maintained with the Human Development Foundation (HDF).
This year sees Brian Cahill step down as Chairman and we thanked him for his efforts and immediately shuffled him into ‘major sponsor and donor’ category with his company Asian Motif’s !....once a member always a member !!
Gareth Hughes the chief bean counter for RSM Nelson Wheeler continues to maintain a firm grip on our piggy bank and has throughout 2007 and 2008 greatly exposed the LHC at functions run by RSMNW and also under the auspices of the St David’s Society at the year’s Rugby Dinners – thanks again Gareth !
The social side of Bangkok LHC now has a 2 pronged attack on wallets and livers with the Monthly Gathering ably organised by Cameron “Wilson !” Stirling but the new and ingenious event is the Bryan Dodd Late Lunch extravaganza ! Over the last full moon of each month Bryan requires all walks of the industry to attend a selected restaurant at 3.00pm with no expectation of returning to the office unless it is the Office in Soi 33 Sukhumvit !!.........surprisingly well attended by Australians !
Suffice to say that even with extremely hard times that may come in 2009, Bangkok has monthly sponsors committed for every month, an expanding Late Lunch fraternity, a rejuvenated membership drive under Peter Brongers, a golf society that plays and pledges large personal wealth, an updated and ever-changing website managed by Mark Prado, a social scribe in the pen pushing Tony Burke ( Leightons have moved him into their clever person bracket now they know he can write in joined-up), a continuingly strong relationship with the Human Development Foundation and our school at Laksi in North Bangkok kept under the ever watchful, caring and perpetual eye of John Pollard.....when not in the Office !
We as ‘Parents’ are also thoroughly proud of the other Branches established in the Kingdom ; 
         Phuket –  led by Peter Tucker has been drawing support and attention since 2004 from the vibrant villa construction teams and have started their own rewarding sponsorship of children in local schools.
         Pattaya – under Mark Thomson and his Knights ( or is that nights?) have created a behemoth of a social engine cleverly combining with the British Chamber of Commerce Eastern Seaboard to spread the word and raise funds. To both : Well done !!
Last but not least, we have also spawned The Little Scotsman : Iain Mowatt as our Champion as Chairman of the Asia Pacific Region for 2008-2009. In his inimitable style, Iain has grasped the role firmly by it’s nethers and advised Sir John Battersby on his short comings over the 10,000 yrs of his direction and warned Lord Les Leslie of the punishment for late minutes.....but he has genuinely given a much welcomed breath of fresh air and waffle sorting and if he is not careful may well find the position in perpetuity !
Thailand have endorsed and will support Iain Mowatt’s Asia Pacific Initiative to continue fostering Fellowship and raising funds, maintain a clear direction on safety but most especially to promote a Green and sustainable waste management plan for our industry in Asia.
Good Luck from all in Thailand ; Merry Christmas and as we say in the Kingdom : HAPPY NEW MERE !!
 Jon Prichard
Chairman Bangkok Branch
Lighthouse Club Thailand.
Lighthouse Pattaya Club function – October 24, 2008

On Friday October 24th over 35 brave souls overcame a wet and miserable Pattaya evening to enjoy yet another successful Lighthouse Club function at Shenanigans on Second Road. 

The proud sponsor this month was the Crown Worldwide group which has recently expanded their operations in to the Eastern Seaboard region under the management of Mary Walsh. Crown are also offering new services in addition to their core relocation business, including full logistics, customs clearance, records management and the movement and storage of fine arts and wine. More information is available at their website – www.crownrelo.com
Two new members were signed up on the evening and we welcome Andy Friel of Thailand Property and Robbie Loane of Canadoil to the Lighthouse Club – the construction industry charity.

For the first time the regional magazine – “The Lighthouse” was made available to all members and guests. The magazine provides excellent information about the many projects various chapters in the Asian regions are successfully launching and managing.

Our chapter has only been going for about 6 months but we are very happy to have just started funding some resources for the construction camp pre-schools in Pattaya run by Tracy Cosgrove. We were lucky that she and her daughter, Melissa were able to spare some of their time and join us this evening.

Some of the more notable attendees and all in fine fettle were a big contingent from Town & Country Property, Paul Wilkinson from AGS Four Winds, John Hamilton from Waste Management, Jack Levy from MLG Insurance, John Ashton from Ocean 1 Property, Peter Mewes of the London Consultancy, Dave from Real Estate Thailand magazine and Roger Yee from Scott Wilson Kirkpatrick.

Our first raffle went off extremely well with a great major prize valued at Bt 5000 donated by the ever smiling John Seymour of Northern Thai – however there were some grumblings directed at the winner – Gavin Perfect of Paradise City Property. The wine bottles donated by Crown Worldwide were gratefully accepted by more prize winners.

If anyone is interested in joining the Lighthouse Club and getting registered on our emailing list please contact mark@northstarthai.com. The concept is to have fun with a feelgood factor as all our income is disbursed to suitable construction charities.

November 2008 – CURVE CUP going Global

Word has reached the quill’s ear that the ramblings of this golf society are to be scrutinized/synchronized/circumcised and sanitized so it can be celebrated/circulated/syndicated and cast upon the mass’s. Fear that my profanity strewn  scatological stirring style might offend the delicate ear’s of foreign shores requires that I self sanitize (think moist wipe after a hand job) or find a topic that does not invoke my passions or offend the delicate ear’s of the great golfing unwashed. I choose the latter.

Since this is going to the greater LIGHTHOUSE audience I was wondering what would happen if the LIGHTHOUSE decided to build a golf course and consulted its many luminaries for their professional services:

Project Manager: It would be over budget and behind schedule but in a stroke of genius they would build the greens conical so that anything landing on them would role into the hole, speeding up play and making up for lost time!!!

Quantity Surveyor: This would be very cost effective and would result in one hole 18 times the size of a normal hole (at a bulk rate) with 18 tee boxes arranged equally around its circumference.

Civil Engineer: This course would be perfectly straight, a dotted line down the middle and many miles long! The more creative engineers might do a nine out and nine back but only if they had built a duel carriageway or elevated highway on a previous job. The green’s would all be flat but if one was elevated it would have an entry and exit ramp! 

Structural Engineer: This would be almost as cheap as the QS option and they would stack the Tee’s vertically with par three’s on the top and the par 5’s on the bottom. This is essentially an 18 story driving range.

MEP Engineer: They would link all their services to the centerline of the design drawings or hole feature so the pop up sprinklers would be in the hole on the green and drainage manholes and lights for night golf would be down the center of the fairways.  

Architect: The project would be perfect but will never get off the paper as he’s gone to south America to explore a new grass growing technique or accelerator… see tauro scatological note above. 

Interior Designer: Rough, fairways and green’s grass would be renamed fringe, transition, and relaxation space and all the grass’s color-coded with names like apple fuscia or emerald lilt. Each tee box would have a nice seating arrangement in barley or pearl (Beige is passé!) to match the sand traps and maybe an ottoman for the caddie. However he will get fired before getting to site for throwing a tantrum after the committee fails to feel his emotional involvement with the project.

Contractor: Earthworks and shaping would proceed quickly until its realized the Contractor cannot read drawings and all the mounds were supposed to be traps and the natural beauty and features of the site have been bulldozed to make way for a temporary plant shed. All will be saved when the QS insists on a re-measure contract and the contractor builds onto neighboring land resulting in a course that 9700M from the back tee’s and just long enough for the 2010 open when Tiger comes back from his drugs program!

There! that should offend just about everybody!

PS: The CURVE cup is a fantastic annual golf event sponsored by a great Contractor in Bangkok and well worth the trip from HK, Macau, Singapore, Soi cowboy  or where ever you are reading this. 

